
 
Galashiels Community Council 

Focus Centre 

Wednesday 4th September 2019   

6.30pm 

 

Minutes 
Present 
Rick Kenney Tracey Alder, Drew Tulley, Bill Jeffrey Eileen Frame, Lorna Hanif, Gordon Richardson Liz Jardine Jessie Harrington. 
In Attendance 
Cllr Scott Cllr Anderson, Cllr Jardine 
Kevin Janiak-Southern Reporter, Callum Hodgson Border Telegraph. Ally McGilvray – Radio Borders 
7 Members of the public. 
Meeting commenced 6.30pm 
 
1. Welcome and Apologies.  
Chair Judith Cleghorn had put in apologies due to not being well, Rick Kenney said this evening we have the reserve player chairing the meeting.   
Apologies Judith Cleghorn Marion Romeril. Cllr Aitchison, Tom Ingoldsby Helen Calder Bill White 
Rick at this point asked everyone to join in congratulating Bill Jeffrey on his great job of walking the Southern Upland Way. 
2. Minutes Approval 
An accurate Minute of the Meeting July 3rd was approved by Eileen Frame and Seconded by Lorna Hanif 
3. Matters Arising 
Tracey read out comments that had been added to the Minutes by Cllr Scott and these have been updated on the minutes on file.  
Item 4 under Police update The police were going to monitor the speeding – I agreed to contact Craig Blackie to have the vegetation cut back, 
and the verge scraped at the corner at the Melrose end of the High Road as both were infringing the roadway there and making it narrower. 
The vegetation has been cut back by the owner and SBC have scraped the roadway so that it is now back to its original width 
Item 7 Chairs Comments – QA regarding how much is all this costing and Cllr Scott and Cllr Anderson said that they had not been told as they were 
only admin status (Andy Anderson and I are not part of the ruling administration group, and so do not have the same level of access to SBC 
decision making) of this part of SBC.  Tracey added this was her mistake, and its what happens when people are all talking at the same time 
instead of listening) 
Item 11. Cllrs Comments - A breakdown of the pay parking money used at the public park was given. Cllr Scott and Cllr Anderson felt they had been 
misled over the amount of money that was put in to the play park from Pay Parking funds. (Not misled – at the time we were told that the play 
park would be part funded from pay parking money, but that was before the budget setting process for the following financial year when it was 
decided that others would be funded from the general SBC budget.)  
(For clarification – re my note taking – misled was definitely the word used at the meeting at the time, I have said this many times over the years 
when I have been unnecessarily challenged by SBC Councillors about words that they have said but then deny. If it is said at the meeting, then it 
will be in my notes and then minuted as said)  
 
At this point in proceedings Anne Carrie gave an update on the Christmas lights in the absence of Helen Calder. 
Field and Lawn who are the suppliers of the Christmas lights have had a good walk around Gala and added that the Catenary wires are actually 
quite robust and have quoted for 13 sets of wires with very light icicle or festoon lights , the latter could be left up all year and switched on during 
Festival days. They quoted for a 2-year package for stress testing . They have also been asked to quote for a welcome to Galashiels sign. 
Fund raising is ongoing for this year and those present from the Gala Lights group said fund raising would continue for next year and with Bids 
money of £15000 what the group require from the CC is the approval to go ahead with this. Decision was needed by end of September . Tracey 
added in Judith’s absence she would do just as Judith would and ask for approval tonight . Tracey had the yes vote of Judith and had just received a 
text from Helen Calder with her yes vote. Tracey also approves and asked that everyone else make their decision so the group could go away with 
a decision either way . All agreed so Tracey voiced that the group should go for it.  
4. Police Update and Questions 
No Police present and no report received.  
5. Speakers –  Clare McNeill - Border TV– failed to attend 
Nikki Hood – Food Train-  
Nikki gave a presentation using a projector and explained how the Food Train works and that next year is the 25th Anniversary. They have been 
delivering to homes in Gala for 2 years. There are 167 users with 60-65 shopping runs every week. 
Shopping lists are gathered on a Monday and shopping done and delivered the rest of the week. Its not just a case of shopping but also befriending 
people as some customers may see no one from week to week.  
Always looking for volunteers to shop, drivers and helpers. 
Membership is just £1 and £5 per shop.  
Tracey asked for agreement for a £50 donation from the CC. All agreed. Nikki left leaflets about the Foodtrain.  

6. Sub-groups Update 
Gala in Bloom 



John Gray gave an update at where things are with planting for future. For time being there will be money from SBC  to cover planting at Bank 
Street and Old Gala House, but looking in to future planting volunteers will be needed for watering etc.  
Gala Aisle planting will be paid for by Rotary  
War Memorial - Royal British Legion have kindly offered to pay for the planting here. 
Gala Waterways 
All is in report. Saturday 7th Sept clean up at Mill Lade. Autumn clean up on Oct 5th.  
QA – re more bins being provided on Iceland Carpark. – Cllr Jardine will look in to this.  
Christmas Event and Lights 
Already covered. 
7. Chairs Comments 
Rick read out Judith’s report. 
Winter gritting was discussed, and Cllr Jardine said that he had not been happy with what that SBC  had put out about gritting as it was not clear 
what was getting gritted and what wasn’t .. Cllr Scott backed this up and said Cllr Jardine had made some very good points at a recent meeting 
Playparks and future closures – These have not properly been discussed and is not a done deal yet – Cllrs will keep us advised.  
Waste Transfer Station – Cllr Scott wrote to the contractors but got no reply but did get an invite to see how the WTF works and what happens at 
the other end. He is still not happy with lorries going through town. If any of the public see these lorries shedding waste please contact the police. 
Focus Centre- Rick praised Judith and her team, Tracey and Cllr Scott added it had been a long frustrating struggle to get where we are with now 
being able to run the Focus Centre. Judith had many sleepless nights not knowing what was happening and had many calls with Tracey during this 
time . Tracey added Judith had kept her calm and had done a sterling job.  
8. Treasurers Update 
Balance £ 15,523.02  
Restricted total £ £13,376.41 made up of: 
£ 5,115.56, the remainder for the Trails Project.  
£ 167.02 for planting  
£ 26.23 in Waterways.  
£ 7,555.60 Christmas.  
£512.00 Walking Festival.  
Expenditure  
There has been no general expenditure since July meeting. Christmas Lights income and expenditure is accounted separately and the sub group is 
aware of all figures. 
Income  
SBC annual grant of £1780 was received on 16 July 
Available to Community Council £ 2,146.61  
9. Secretary’s Update – Tracey read out a letter that she had received from Rose Hogg who is a Dog Education Officer. The letter being about a 
new post aiming to promote responsible dog ownership and safety around dogs. Sessions are available to all Community Councils free of charge. 
10. Vice Chairs update / Planning and Licensing 
Rick Kenney talked us through 1 planning application which was from Energise Galashiels for the erection of a bronze torch with glass flame which 
would be illuminated each evening during the chimes at 8.00 pm and the notes of the Braw Braw Lads. 
1 Licensing application for Iceland which is simply a legal requirement that an applicant requires to submit to the Licensing Unit if there is any 
increase proposed for the size of the area/displays etc. where alcohol is available/sold from. I've discussed this with the Licensing Unit who have 
explained that the increase is only 0.15sq m due to the shop fitting requirements of the shelving being fitted 
11. SBC Councillors Comments and questions 
Cllr Scott- voiced that the Chief Constable Ian Livingstone is facing a huge deficit in his budget and feels there is a tough time coming for the Police 
Service. There is a half a million being spent down here on a new recruitment initiative. Chief Constable needs support from the bottom of the tree 
and also COSLA need to be told at the next meeting .  
QA Any update on CCTV’s?  – no 
QA Any indication about the grass cutting signs ? – not as yet 
QA Pinch point at Huddersfield Street – Cllr Aitchison dealing with this.  
Cllr Jardine -Tapestry Centre Director has been recruited. 
New boards put up with Info about Tapestry on outside of where building is going on.  
New Bus stop up at Riddle Dumble/ Meigle View 
Town Trail was mentioned too.  
QA Sports Hall of Fame? – this has been spoken about.  
Policies – new group formed, and a lot is being looked at and especially how the youngsters can get involved.  
QA- Is vegetation allowed to overgrow and obstruct a pathway ? the answer is yes and its up to the landowners to cut it back. Some are being 
chased up at present.  
Comment made – Holly bushes at Volunteer Hall have been cut back but not nearly enough.  
Cllr Anderson – Sat 7th September is Langlee Carnival 
Springwood Park Kelso Volunteer Event coming up on 25th. 
QA – When was the last time any painting done on the Burgh building also litter is a big problem at the Social work building. 
Coulters Candy statue unveiling on 20th Tracey Judith and Rick will be representing the Community Council.  
Tweedbank Development passed 5/3 in favour. Cllr Anderson thinks this will be good for both Tweedbank and Galashiels. Galashiels will have more 
to offer from this. QA what is happening about Gala getting a hotel? There were 5 credible bids at one point but nothing further since. Comment 
could the Burgh yard at least get tidied up if its not getting used for now  for a hotel .  
Gala Academy proposals 22nd October 3pm -7pm  
There is Government money coming in for Community Enterprise 
12. AOB 
 Is it possible for Jessie to speak at the next CC meeting about the Abbotsford Arms ? 
Closure of Waverley and Haymarket after last weeks shambles will have a knock-on effect all over Scotland – this will only be a temporary 
measure. Closures are not permanent. 



Article by the leader of SBC about millions being saved how is this when they are cutting back on so many services?  
 
Meeting ended at 8.29pm  
Date of next meeting Wednesday October 2nd  Focus Centre 6.30pm 


