
Community Council Reports – Wednesday 5th February 2020 

 

Chair’s Report – Judith Cleghorn 

 
Gala in Bloom 

As you will all know, we now have the funding for both Bank Street Gardens and Old Gala House in the Bank.  

The plants for the 2020 season have been ordered, will be delivered at the end of May, and will be planted the first week of June. 

Two contractors have been appointed for this work – Raker Landscaping, Graeme Kerr, for Bank Street Gardens and Lowood 

Nursery, Barry Templeton, for Old Gala House. I can show Community Councillors the quotations – I will have them with me at 

the meeting, should anyone wish to see them. 

Fund raising for future planting etc has been started, commencing with £191, raised at the Volunteers Night on 6 th December, and 

£546, donated this week by the customers of Dalgetty Bakers – to whom we are very grateful. Although we are promised pay 

parking money for both gardens again in 2021, we are not sure about funding after then, so we should be prepared for extensive 

fundraising if needed. 

One point however, Old Gala House is part of Live Borders portfolio, and as such, I think that they should pay at least part of the 

costs from the gardens. I have contacted Live Borders to raise this. 

We should extend our thanks to John Gray and Alastair Waddell, who have worked over the last couple of months to ensure that 

we will have the usual lovely floral displays that Galashiels is used to. 

Helen Calder 

I was sad to be advised by Helen Calder that she has resigned, with immediate effect, from the Community Council. Helen has led 

her group tirelessly during 2019, often whilst feeling unfit to do so, and for that we thank her.  

However, I am delighted that Helen has agreed to continue with the Christmas lights project for 2020. until someone else can take 

the lead. 

Langlee 

As you will all be aware, Waverley Housing are to upgrade some of the houses in the Beech Avenue area, which includes Laurel 

and Larch Groves too. 

We shall see work on those houses starting within the next few weeks; scaffolding starts to be erected this week, and the whole 

programme of works is due to last at least six weeks. 

The plan then is to start demolishing houses in Beech Avenue and some in  Laurel and Larch -  though this work is not due to start 

until at least 2021. 

There were issues surrounding the play park which was installed by the community in 2012, original plans being to move it – but 

that has now been resolved and it will stay where it is. 

St Johns Church is to close – though I am not sure whether a date has been finalised; I have had meetings with representatives 

from St Johns, and it is intended to keep a Church presence in Langlee and I will update the Community Council as appropriate. 

Community Centres 

Live Borders, who now oversee the running of the ten community centres in the Borders, have issued new pricing structures, 

which they recommend should be used as a guide for pricing at the centres.  Live Borders have confirmed that this move is a 

guide only and most centres are working within their recommended parameters.  It should be noted that this move is not meant to 

read that LB are looking for more money from the centres, rather that the funds will be used by the respective centre committees 

to provide better facilities etc at their own discretion.  

 

Treasurer’s Report 5 February 2020 – Tom Ingoldsby 

Balance £25,681.14  

Restricted total £24,091.49 made up of: 

£ 5,115.56, the remainder for the Trails Project.  

£10,068.26 for Gala in Bloom  

£ 24.55 in Waterways.  

£ 7,871.12 in Christmas.  

£ 812.00 in Walking Festival.  

£100 in Gala Policies 

£100 in Resilient Gala 

Expenditure  

At the December meeting, two new sub groups were set up – Gala Policies Group and Resilient Gala. £100 each was transferred 

to these and Gala Waterways Group as agreed by CC. 

Christmas Lights income and expenditure are accounted separately. The sub group is aware of all figures and may report on this. 

Almost all expected expenditure and income has been met. 

This report shows totals for all sub groups but they are all aware of their income and expenditure. 

 

Each February, we routinely pay honoraria as below: 

Chair £150 

Vice Chair £100 

Secretary £250 

Treasurer £150 

CC is asked to review and approve these payments. 

Income  

£350 refunded to Gala in Bloom from Scotrail. 



Available to Community Council £ 1,589.65  

Notes 

Figures are indicative and subject to further checking to confirm totals. 

 

All sub groups please ensure I get invoices and other financial information as soon as possible. All payments should be through 

CC account. 

 

Planning – Rick Kenney  

NAMING OF 3 FLAT DEVELOPMENT OFF MOSSILEE ROAD 

Background: You may remember that we discussed a planning application for the building of 3 flats on the vacant 
piece of ground on Mossilee Road immediately after the Baptist Church Hall, some time ago (see attached plan). SBC 
has asked the CC to suggest a name for the new development. 
2 early suggestions were: 
1-3 Mossilee Court and  
1-3 Mossilee Mews. 
Responses: 

 Community Councillors were consulted by email and the response has been mixed.5 suggestions were for Mossilee 

Court with the other members responding suggesting 

Pate Farm Court 

Farm Court 

Riddle Dumble Court 

Naming the flats after a high-profile person 

Action: Please come with a suggestion so we can agree on a name at the Community Council meeting on 5th 

February. 

Gala Waterways Group – Liz Jardine 

Saturday 4th January 13 volunteers completed coppicing of trees by Gala Water near Skinworks Cauld. Brush cutting, 
litter clearance along the riverbank. Seven bags( 29kgs.) A rear wheel and tyre for a bike. One nesting box was 
installed. 
 
Feb  1st 12 volunteers cleared an amazing 23 bags (107 kg.) by the Mill Lade and River opposite Dale St. The amount 
of rubbish in this area was appalling   .4 nesting boxes were also installed. 

 

Cllr Aitchison 

Unfortunately, I cannot be with you again tonight, but Heriot CC is also sitting tonight and I will cover that duty. 
2 
As you will be aware prior to Christmas the Coulter’s Candy Statue was completed successfully. 
I understand it has been very well received by the public, which is a positive, as we now work towards the Tapestry. 
I will be visiting the Powderhall Foundry with a council officer soon to try to arrange the storage of the moulds and 
other things from the foundry process. The sculptress, Angela Hunter, has also offered some of her sketches and 
initial work. I am hoping that this can be displayed in Gala at some point in the future, but the immediate concern is 
that the moulds must be saved and stored somewhere safe. 
3 
I have voted against the renewal of CCTV in the Borders. I have taken this very difficult decision based on three very 
important facts. 
1) SBC is already supplementing Police Scotland to the tune of 14 additional officers through the CAT team. A lot of 
the time of these officers is spent in Galashiels with good effect. Unlike CCTV they are mobile and can be deployed as 
seen fit 
2) it appears that Police Scotland are not willing to join SBC in finding funds towards being able to share the cost. 
Indeed, information sought by SBC from Police Scotland for the council paper was not forthcoming. 
3) the council is under enormous Capital financial pressure on Social Work, Education and many other areas. In many 
cases I consider the priority of some of these services is higher than an investment in CCTV, especially given the 
money spent on 1) above. 
 



I would suggest that if Galashiels CC is dissatisfied with that response then their recourse would be to Scottish 
Government to fund PS adequately to allow partnership investment with councils got supply CCTV 
4 
The future of Area Partnerships is now being discussed at a high level to try to find a methodology of using the 
Community Fund to support APS bugs to also allow access to the CF being made easier and administered through 
the APs. That work is nearing completion and i hope a paper will be coming to council soon to approve further moves 
to allow easier access to Community Funding. 
5 
I am Chairman of the Sustainability Committee of SBC which is an all-party committee looking at the council’s 
approach to the Climate changes which are now high on everybody’s lists of serious matters. The council has already 
undertaken many steps on aspects of Sustainability, but we need to quantify that and take it further and see how we 
can reduce our footprint on the planet. Irrespective of individual views, such things may result in cost savings as a side 
effect to the ethical plans. Obviously, this is an early step and things will progress. It would be my view that as we 
progress, we will have to include CCs especially in our plans and i will try to ensure you are kept up to date as things 
happen. 
6 
The planned Review of Community Councils has obviously been delayed by the political events pre-Christmas but that 
is now underway again and i will be chairing this committee. We have our first rescheduled meeting in March. 
7 
Tweedbank. The Planning Guidance document for the future of Lowood Estate is now live and we enter a further 12 
weeks of consultation. I would urge Gala CC to take a close look at this document and input to the consultation. Your 
views are important. 
8 
I have resigned from the Planning Committee 
9 
I attended a meeting of the new Borders Floral Group in Duns on Wednesday night. This is a hugely positive step as 
groups, of similar mind and community spirit, band together to discuss and lobby for funds and to share experience 
across the Borders. The meeting in Duns was well supported and it was great to see Gala CC represented in the 
shape of Mr John Gray. Personally, i felt it was very positive and i have come away with a number of very sensible 
suggestions and questions which i will work through to get answers to the group asap. I really hope this will grow into 
a strong voice for Floral Groups and allow council policy to be influenced by their dedication and ideas to the cause. 
10 
It is wonderful to see the Tapestry building progressing. Can’t wait!!! 
11 
A motion was passed at council, requesting that Scottish Government create a new offence concerning banning dog 
fouling on sports pitches and play areas specifically. That motion was passed unanimously. It is now up to SG as to 
whether this idea goes any further. 
Wouldn’t it be nice if they complied and it all worked? 
 
Can I also says that i am sorry my health has not permitted me to take part in your deliberations over many months. I 
am still undergoing tests to try to get to the bottom of my prolonged problems. I hope as the weather improves and the 
days get longer i will also get back to something approaching normal health. 

 
Cllr Anderson 

Councillor for Galashiels & District 

First my apologies for being unable to attend this first meeting of 2020. There have been a number of cases I 

am dealing with but below are some main issues that can share. 

Dog Fouling 

I seconded Cllr Weatherston’s motion to Council regarding dog fouling on playing fields and children’s play parks 
asking Scottish Borders Council to write to the Scottish Government requesting an addition to the Dog Fouling 
(Scotland Act ) 2003 to create a new offence.  It is requested that it be made an offence for a person in charge of a 
dog to allow it to defecate at any time on a sports pitch or children’s play area.  
The Dog Fouling (Scotland) Act 2003 was introduced as a Member’s Bill and, supported by the Scottish Executive, 
came into force on the 22 October 2003. This makes it an offence for a person in charge of a dog in a public open 
space, including communal areas (but not, unfortunately, including agricultural land) not to clear up after the dog 
has defecated. It would appear therefore that, currently, although signs can be put up ‘banning’ dogs from playing 
fields, this is not currently enforceable. The problem is therefore how do SBC reinforce this upon the small core of 
antisocial dog-owners causing the problem? 
 This issue has been discussed many times at Gala Community Council over time that I have been a councillor and 
presumably long before and we are all keen to see some action on this issue. This was a widespread problem when I 
was coaching children on the Netherdale back pitches and other parks years ago and certainly appears not to have 



improved. Along with the other coaches and club members – all volunteers - I had to check pitches and clear them 
every time training sessions or games were on. Unfortunately, this still occurring and is not something that the many 
volunteers who make children’s sports possible should be having to do.  
Legislation will take time, so I have requested that, in the meantime, SBC fully utilizes the powers it does have 
regarding what can be done to discourage people from allowing their pets to defecate on sports fields and play 
areas, including, re-education and reinforcement that this is unacceptable and a potential health risk. I have 
contacted SBC’s Dog Education Officer and she has agreed to meet with me at Netherdale as soon as possible discuss 
the issue and see how we can make some progress in the meantime. I will be keen to extend this wider after this 
initial conversation. 

Borderline 

After being informed that Borderline help line was having its funding withdrawn, Councillor Scott and I met with the 
management to discuss this. I have also written to SBC and NHS regarding this and have spoken with our local MSP, 
who raised this at Holyrood. The decision to withdraw funding appears flawed with regard to the documentation I 
have seen, and cost cutting appears to be the sole rationale for closure.  I have asked a question at Council regarding 
inadequate consultation over this decision but not received a satisfactory reply. 
A local helpline which is accessible to all at no cost provides a means of tackling social isolation and distress. Unlike 
Breathing Space (the suggested replacement run by NHS 24), this is a service that will support long-term callers, as 
well as people who may only need short-term support.  Many people do not have easy access to a GP service and 
some people in deep distress cannot necessarily leave their house or manage transport to get to their GP.  It appears 
that many people who call Borderline, particularly those calling regularly are often people suffering mental health 
issues and/or abuse and do not use other services for a variety of reasons, such as wishing to retain anonymity, 
negative experiences with other services, or simply cannot access other services. In addition, there appear to be no 
option for self-referral to some mental health primary care services that are listed as alternatives to Borderline.  
Coulters Candy Statues 
I have been increasingly concerned about the statues and plinth in Market Square, Galashiels, being used as a stunt 
jump for BMX bikes. I have spoken to the two bikers concerned twice now, at length, on different occasions and got 
nowhere. They seem to think that they can do what they want where they want and believe that this area is a 
suitable place for them to use their bikes. A great deal of public money has been spent on the plinth and statues and 
I am concerned that it is just a matter of time until damage occurs. The paving already has multiple tyre tracks that 
will have to be cleaned off – an issue that the two bikers are completely unconcerned about. There is also an issue of 
public safety in the square (I witnessed one of them also narrowly missing a disabled pedestrian when ‘dismounting’ 
the plinth), plus their actions are deterring others from enjoying the statues. 
 Other members of the public (including community councillors) have tackled them on this to no avail, and generally 
have got back cheek and/or foul language. After contacting the police, the advice they have provided that if anyone 
has been the victim of a crime such as threatening or abusive behaviour, vandalism, or careless and inconsiderate 
cycling then please contact the police and give a statement. They have assured me that they will investigate any such 
report thoroughly. In addition, they will also monitor the Square and act against anyone where possible, in addition 
to liaising with the ASB Unit 
I also enquired about the CCTV there, and there is one operational camera that can cover this area. It will be moved 
so it points at the square (at present it often covers Overhaugh Street).  Reluctantly, some signage might also be 
needed, although we would not want anything to detract from view and access to the statues by pedestrians. 
 CCTV 
There was a robust and quite heated debate on the future of CCTV at the last Council meeting, with some excellent 
points made on public safety, crime prevention and detection. However, the administration decided not to invest in 
an upgraded system or undertake any form of replacement. This is particularly disappointing in view of my 
comments above and recent press on the events in Melrose.  
Trees at Gala Park Court 
There have been issues regarding trees on the banking at the back of Gala Park Court (on land that is currently 
privately owned). I enquired early in December whether SBC could take any action regarding these. At the time I was 
informed there was little SBC could as we unfortunately there is no equivalent of the Miscellaneous Provision Act 
which allows a Local Authority to request an imminently dangerous tree is removed. Unfortunately, the trees are not 
actually near a road (although overlooking a carpark) there does not appear to be  provision in the Roads Act 
Scotland for vegetation which may affect a carriageway.  
However, there is certainly a danger to nearby structures, and one did topple on to the flats and I have asked officers 
to look into this urgently. I note that there appears to be a similar issue along the banking, behind Aldi. 
 



Cllr Jardine 

Broom Drive and Bluebell Lane 
Issues with dog fouling and some gas replacements starting to sink. Posters put up and stencils placed on the paths 
for the dog fouling. SGN have stated they will repair the gas replacements. 
Interchange 
Issue with no electricity in the charging points and WiFi turned off. Apparently, this was done at the request of Police 
Scotland to prevent youths from hanging around. I went to the interchange a few evenings and still youths hanging 
around but overall It wasn’t a pleasant vibe . I have asked for council to take this forward and look at the staffing and 
security concerns. 
Graffiti 
Some offensive graffiti in various parts of Galashiels. Some of it had quite a sinister racist tone. It was all removed, 
and it was reported to the CAT team to keep eye out for it in future. 
Wood Street 
Some issues with puddles of water starting to collect outside wood street shop. I asked for this to be looked at and the 
gully’s cleaned. It has been reported back that it is the road surfaces so that issue has been raised with roads team. 
Traffic Island lights 
Reported that various island lights aren’t working throughout the town. Looking into this and still to get a resolution but 
street lighting team aware. 
Gala Waterways 
I was helping with Gala Waterways Group this weekend and it was frustrating to see the amount of plastic and rubbish 
directly beside the riverside. This is an issue that we need to tackle, and I will be working with SBC to see what can be 
done on this matter. 
Team Borders Reception 
I was delighted to be a part of a council reception to honour the achievements of Team Borders athletics club. It was 
held at Galashiels Academy and the team have won the Forth Valley league track and field title for five years in a row. 
The room was full of athletes from all around the borders including Galashiels with Gala Harriers athletes making up a 
substantial part of the team. 

 

 
Community Council Report - Harry Scott, Independent Councillor for 
Galashiels, Stow, Fountainhall & Heriot. 

On 6 December, I attended a walk about in Gala Park, Galashiels, organised by SBHA. I met several residents from the flats there, 
and was impressed with the resolve they have to make the area a better place in which to live. The state of the area was much 
improved thanks to the residents themselves and SBHA which has placed CCTV in several strategic locations. This has resulted in 
the detection of individuals for vandalism, and a dramatic decline in incidents of anti-social behaviour. There is still much concern 
about the state of the banking between the flats and the High Street car park, and I have agreed to chase this up to see if the 
litter and other rubbish can be cleaned up. I have also undertaken to see if an additional street rubbish bin can be place in Gala 
Park near to the flats. 

On 6 December I attended and event organised by Galashiels Community Council at the Focus Centre, to thank the many 
volunteers who assist the Community Council, and other groups in the town to make it a better place to live, and assist those 
who may be in need of help of some kind. We were well entertained with music and humour, and a marvellous buffet. Many 
thanks have to go to Judith Cleghorn, the driving force behind many of the initiatives, and her willing band of helpers. 

Scottish Borders Council and NHS Borders have decided to cease funding Borderline which offers a free, skilled, confidential, and 
anonymous listening and support service to people in the Scottish Borders, who are experiencing emotional distress or other 
forms of mental illness. This valuable work is locally based, person-centred and will continue to work with callers for as long as 
they choose to call it. It was established in 1999 in response to a gap in service provision identified by service users and mental 
health professionals, currently receives funding of £30k from NHS Borders and £40k from Scottish Borders Council. This appears 
to be yet another case of the needs of vulnerable people being sacrificed for the sake of financial expediency in the knowledge 
that they are an easy target and the least able to defend themselves. The first duty of any local authority is the preservation of 
the health and wellbeing of its population, and this decision is contrary to that duty. I hope that, in the coming budget review 
the ruling Admin at SBC might reconsider this decision to end funding so that the Borderline can continue providing that vital 
service. 

On 19 December the proposed rationalisation/closure of some public play parks was debated at the full meeting of SBC. Many 
members were disappointed at the level of consultation which had taken place, and the methodology used to gauge the use of 
the parks. A decision by the officers was delayed so that elected members could have a wider consultation with their 
constituents about which parks could close, and which ones should be kept. On 23 January I attended a meeting of the Girl 
Guides in Galashiels where I received a deputation asking for the park at Roger Quinn Gardens to be maintained, and I have 
agreed to take that up. So far, I have had no more requests. I have attached a map of Galashiels showing which parks are to be 
kept, and those being considered for closure. 



On 15 January, I attended a Citizenship ceremony at SBC where a number of individuals from abroad were sworn in as British 
citizens. It was a nice ceremony and it was good to see a number of young people among those who still think that this country 
is a great place to be. 

On 30 January, I attended the full meeting of Scottish Borders Council, where the ruling Administration voted not to renew the 
present public space CCTV system, once it has reached the end of its useful life. I have attached a separate press release I did in 
relation to this decision. A motion proposing a phased replacement of the system over 4 years was rejected by the 
Administration by 15 votes to 14. 

Outwith Galashiels, I have been dealing with planning issues at Heriot in relation to proposed wind farm developments, and at 
Stow to do with the poor state of Stow Town Hall and road drains. 

Harry Scott 

Councillor for Galashiels & District. 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

Councillor condemns CCTV decision 

Councillor Harry Scott, Vice-Chair of Scottish Borders Council’s Police, Fire & Rescue, and Safer 

Communities Board, has condemned the decision made yesterday, at the full meeting of the Council, to 

adhere to its current policy of maintaining public space CCTV provision until it is beyond economic repair, 

and then take no further future action to replace it. An amendment tabled to have a phased replacement over 

4 years was defeated by the ruling Administration. 

During the debate the Leader of the Council, Councillor Shona Haslam, stated that the Council was not 

responsible for the prevention and detection of crime. That lay with the police. In response Councillor Scott 

stated that “The health, safety, and wellbeing of the population it serves are the prime responsibilities of any 

local authority, and that includes the prevention and detection of crime”. He added that if the prevention and 

detection of crime was not the responsibility of the Council, why was her ruling Administration spending 

over half a million pounds of Council tax on maintaining two Police Community Action Teams, and a 

Community Safety Department? 

Councillor Scott states this decision amounts to a major abrogation of the Council’s responsibility to look 

after the welfare of the people it was voted in to serve. Public space CCTV has played a major part in the 

reduction and prevention of crime and anti-social behaviour as evidenced by the Scottish Government’s 

National Strategy for CCTV. Public space CCTV has also been used extensively in the search for vulnerable 

missing persons, and the detection of serious and organised crime. A survey carried out by Scottish Borders 

Council showed that an overwhelming majority (over 90% in some responses) of the Borders public believe 

that public space CCTV is a useful tool in the prevention and detection of crime, and keeping our streets 

safe, yet these figures were ignored. 

Councillor Scott says this shocking decision by the ruling Administration will leave our communities more 

vulnerable to instances of crime and anti-social behaviour, the perpetrators safe in the knowledge that their 

nefarious activities are no longer being captured and lessening the chances of detection. A sad day indeed for 

the people of the Scottish Borders, let down by some Councillors voted in to look after their interests. A roll 

call vote was held at the conclusion of the debate, and constituents will be able to see who voted in an effort 

to retain public space CCTV, and those who voted to let it go. 

 

 

 

 



  

Scottish Borders Area Command 
The Lothians and Scottish Borders 

 
Galashiels and District Community Councils 

Multi Member Ward Report for December 2019 & January 2020 
 

 
 

 

The information provided within this report, is predominately based on the Galashiels and District 

Multi Member Ward Policing Plan and the areas you have identified as priorities. 

 
The data provided in this report is for information purposes only and is not official crime statistics. Due to delayed reporting or recording of crimes, incidents or 

road accidents and the management of crime enquiries, there is likely to be differences between the information in this report and the final Police Scotland 
statistics. It would not be appropriate to refer to, quote or use any data in this report as official statistics.  

 
 

Multi Member Ward Priorities 
 

1. Violent Crimes 
2. Drug Dealing and Misuse 
3. Inconsiderate Driver Behaviour 
4. Antisocial Bahviour 

 
Road Safety 

December 2019: 

8 calls regarding anti-social driving 

18 parking tickets issued 

2 individuals charged with driving without insurance 

1 individuals charged with dangerous driving 



1 individual charged with a road traffic documents offence 

 

January 2020: 

12 calls regarding anti-social driving 

20 parking tickets issued 

3 individuals charged with driving without insurance 

2 individuals charged with drink driving 

1 individuals charged with dangerous driving 

1 individual charged with a road traffic documents offence 

 

• Community policing along with members of the CAT and roads policing teams are planning an 

operation to target loud exhaust noises. 

• There have been a number of static road checks conducted within the ward area by the mobile 

camera units. 

• Winter weather can be very unpredictable. The following link has some helpful advice on driving in 

changeable conditions. 

https://www.scotland.police.uk/keep-safe/road-safety/winter-road-safety 

 

 

Anti-social behaviour 

December 2019: 

51 calls (10 youth related) regarding disorder 

18 calls regarding noise complaints 

9 calls regarding extreme intoxication 

6 calls regarding public nuisance 

1 call regarding fly-tipping 

4 hoax callers 

 

January 2020: 

35 calls (15 youth related) regarding disorder 

12 calls regarding noise complaints 

8 calls regarding extreme intoxication 

7 calls (6 youth) regarding public nuisance 

5 hoax callers 

 

• Community officers are continuing to work with local schools and youth groups to improve 

relationships with young people and identify repeat offenders who may require support for 

partnership agencies. Information on this can be found at the following link. 

https://www.scotland.police.uk/keep-safe/young-people/supporting-children-and-young-people/how-police-

scotland-is-engaging-with-young-people 

• 10 individuals are being monitored for anti-social behaviour. 

 

Rural thefts 

There have been no recorded rural thefts. 

 

Misuse of Drugs 

December 2019: 

7 calls regarding misuse of drugs 

 

January 2020: 

12 calls regarding misuse of drugs 

 

https://www.scotland.police.uk/keep-safe/road-safety/winter-road-safety
https://www.scotland.police.uk/keep-safe/young-people/supporting-children-and-young-people/how-police-scotland-is-engaging-with-young-people
https://www.scotland.police.uk/keep-safe/young-people/supporting-children-and-young-people/how-police-scotland-is-engaging-with-young-people


• In the period covered by this report there has been 6 positive MDA stops and 1 search warrant 

completed. These include the recovery of 1kilo of cocaine with a street value of £80000. 

Information from the public is vital when it comes to tackling drug crime in the Galashiels and district ward. 

If you have any information that may be of interest to police call crimestoppers on 0800555111. 

 

Crimes of Dishonesty 

December 2019: 

21 calls regarding theft and shoplifting 

8 calls (2 youth related) regarding damage to property 

 

January 2020: 

14 calls (2 youth related) regarding theft and shoplifting 

14 calls (2 youth related) regarding damage to property 

 

Protecting People 

December 2019: 

2 calls regarding bogus callers 

 

January 2020: 

No calls relevant to this area. 

 

• Staying safe online is a priority for police Scotland and helpful advice and information regarding 

cybercrime, social media, phishing and romance fraud can be found through the following link. 

https://www.scotland.police.uk/keep-safe/keep-secure-online/ 

If any further assistance is needed you can contact your local community officer using the contact detail 

provided at the bottom of this report. 

 

 

Feedback from a meeting/contacting your CBO 

 

Anyone with information relating to any criminal activity can contact Police Scotland by dialling 101 or 

alternatively anonymously by calling CRIMESTOPPERS on 0800 555111. 

 

Should the Community Council wish to discuss any matters highlighted in the report, please contact: 

PC Entwistle Community Officer 

LothianScotBorderCPTGalashiels@scotland.pnn.police.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.scotland.police.uk/keep-safe/keep-secure-online/

